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NOTE - Eastern Illinois University opens the season at Northeast Missouri on 
September 7 with the home opener against Indiana State on Sept. 14 
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University's version of football's 'Hogs', 
AKA offensive line, may still have the most internal competition remaining of any 
segment as the season opener looms just ahead. 
As double days come to an end, line coach Joel Swisher knows decision time is 
near as he focuses attention on picking a dependable interior line. 
"We're looking for a solid nucleus of five to play all the time. The over-
riding objective this fall is consistency. We're better than last fall ..• quicker, 
for instance," he says. 
"The dilemma as to who plays is not a negative decision but a positive one be-
cause we have more people adept at both run and pass blocking.'·' 
Swisher says his basic philosophy of coaching the 1 hogs' is to develop consis-
tency. "We want to give them an opportunity to practice well . to develop in-
tensity and concentration during the week and minimize any lulls then. Then we 
should be ready to play an entire 60 minutes on Saturday. 
"I'll play a lot of kids until one stands head and shoulders above another. If 
that doesn't happen then we'll rotate a number of guys ••• so I'm not real hung up 
on who starts." 
Still, five must take the field and with game week coming up, it appears that 
second team all-conference tackle Steve Bonnes (Waukegan-West), a junior, is the only 
sure bet at this point. 
Last year was his first year on offense and "he really came on at the end of the 
year. He's willing to listen to what needs to be done on the field," says Swisher, 
and Bonnes is up to 6-3, 255. 
-more-
EIU FOOTBALL 
~ ADD 1 
His running mate on the right side will probably be guard Jim Miteff 
(Libertyville), a 6-0, 230 sophomore, who is fighting off juco transfer Butch 
Brzeski (Chicago-Lane Tech), a hefty 6-2, 255 from Triton CC. 
"Miteff has been playing the most this fall. He lacks the overall •ize but 
has worked real hard and based on what he did late last season is definitely going 
to see a lot of time. 
"Brzeski has done reasonably well but is still making adjustments to our system 
and competing in a four year program." 
Barry Wolfe (Martinsville) and Chris Geile (pronounced Guy-lee) are still 
challenging each other for the left tackle spot. 
Wolfe, a 6-2, 265 senior, is the veteran having lettered two times but never 
nailing down a fulltime starting spot. Geile (Pleasanton, CA-Amador Valley) is a 
6-5, 295 juco from Chabot CC near San Francisco. 
"Barry is very smart and the most consi.stent. He's also getting a good look 
at center. I think the best thing to say about Geile is that he's been a very 
pleasant addition. 
"He's really coming and has the potential, repeat, potential to be one of the 
finest I've coached," says Swisher. 
Wolfe has been a backup center and long snapper previously so his versatility 
makes him a valuable member of the line. 
Mark Petersen (Momence) and Bob Benning (Streator) are continuing their spring 
battle for the left guard spot. "Petemay have the edge right now because Bob has 
been hurt a little although he's starting to come back. Mark is a real talent at 
times but his consistency is not yet up to where we '·d like it." 
Petersen, a redshirt sophomore, has a definite size advantage at 6-3, 245. 
Benning, a 6-0, 235 junior and first team All Mid-Continent pick, has more experience 
starting every game last year. 
"The biggest question mark is .center," says Swisher, therefore it may be into the 
season before anyone emerges as the starter. 
-more-
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" ADD 2 
With returning center Tim Wyatt (Phoenix, AZ-Phoenix CC) still hobbled by 
winter knee surgery, Swisher has been rotating senior Mike Hurley (Garden Grove, 
CA-Santa Ana CC), redshirt freshman Sean O'Brien (Joliet-Catholic) and Wolfe. 
"Right now it probably would be O'Brien and Wolfe but we're still looking for 
someone to dominate. Wyatt hasn't been able to dress yet so currently is not in the 
picture. 
Other backups are Dave Popp (Libertyville) and Chris Severson (Sonoma, CA-
Santa Rose CC). Popp, a 6-6, 240 redshirt freshman, is solid behind Bonnes while 
Severson, a 6-3, 260 senior, is dependable on either side at guard. 
Among the freshmen is Matt Murphy from nearby Marshall who "has shown us 
enough ability to indicate he has a good future with us. Right now I'd say he's a 
young (Mark) Petersen." 
-30-
